
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week, and why we  

continue to need the  

season of Lent now.  

 

 I invite you all to 

participate in the Lenten 

activities and Pi Day that 
are included in this issue of 

our newsletter. You will 

find, as you thumb through, 

a way to support our local 

food banks, and a list of  

scriptures to study during 

this season. Lent began on  

February 22 this year, so 

you aren’t too far behind 

on the daily readings to 

catch up!! Use these 40 

days to dig into yourself, 

into your relationship with 

Christ. Use this time to see 

what pieces of yourself 

need to be changed, maybe 

even removed, to  

strengthen that relationship. 

Christ calls us all to make 

disciples for the  

transformation of the 

world. Are you making  

disciples? Are you barely a 

disciple yourself? Are you 

loving God with your whole 

self — body, mind, spirit —

and loving your neighbor as 

you love yourself? The  

answers to these questions 

will help you determine 
how much work needs to 

be done for you this  

Lenten season.  

 

 Lent is often a time 

of self-denial. Many  

traditions give things up 

for Lent. Our Catholic  
siblings don’t eat meat on 

Fridays (some choosing to 

eliminate meat from their 

diets for the whole  

season.) Having lived in 

the Upper Peninsula with a 

large Catholic population, I 

can tell you a Lenten  

Friday Night Fish Fry just 

seems to taste better than 

the rest of the year. Other 

people do not give up, but 

rather take on a Lenten 

discipline. That is usually 

the path I take. Often, I 

find myself doing both. 

Whether we give up 

something that is widening 

the chasm between you 

and God, or you choose 

to take something on that 

strengthens your  

understanding of your faith 

journey, use this time to 

reflect. Move through the 

days with grace for  

yourselves and one  

another. Walk with Christ 

these 40 days to the Cross 

and prepare yourselves for 
the work that is needed 

beyond the Cross.  

   

     Your Sister in Christ,   

           Mikki 

I Was Just Thinking… 

  

 Lent is probably my 

favorite season of the 

Christian year. I am sure I 

have shared that in the 

past, but it just really is. I 
can’t ever really put my 

finger on to why — I used 

to be somewhat drawn to 

all things sad, and all things 

that made me feel  

inconsequential. Alas, now 

that I’m 40, I’ve totally 

grown out of all that  

nonsense.  

 

 Lent is a season of 

reflection. It is a time 

when we dig deeper into 

our connection with God 

than we might any other 

time of the year. Lent 

gives us a season to  

understand just how much 

we need a relationship 

with Jesus Christ. In the 40 

days leading up to Easter, 

we are reminded of just 

why Christ’s fully human 

journey culminated at the 

Cross.  Jesus’s words dur-

ing his  Crucifixion 

“Forgive them, for they 

know not what they do,” 

gives us in our modern 

time the reason we  
needed that first Holy 
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  Pastor Mikki’s Thoughts... 

S P E C I A L     

M A I L I N G S  

What are                 

special mailings and 

the International Day 

of Pink? 

Special mailings    

consist of a copy of 

Pastor Mikki’s      

sermon, a bulletin 

with upcoming events 

and special inserts, as 

well as a small 

“thinking of you” 

note.    

Currently our      

mailings are sent to 

our church loved ones 

who are residing in a 

Living Facility. 

We understand that 

many of our church 

loved ones have not 

returned to attending 

church on Sunday’s 

due to many reasons 

(such as COVID-19 

restrictions and    

family scheduling 

conflicts).  We want 

to ensure the Word of 

God reaches        

everyone.  

If you are interested 

in receiving a special 

mailing, please      

contact your church 

administrative      

assistant and we will 

ensure to add you to 

our mailings.  
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Small Groups — 
Mid-Winter Session 

“John —  

The Gospel of Light  

and Life” 

By Adam Hamilton 
 

John’s aim in writing the Gospel is 

that readers will not only believe 

in Jesus Christ, but they “may 

have life in his name.”  Experience 

a season of spiritual growth and 

life changing renewal as you  

follow the life, ministry, death and 

resurrection of Jesus and  

understand the context of some 

of the Bible’s best known verses. 

Small Groups for the Mid-

Winter Season will be held at 

Convis Union UMC on the  

following dates at 1pm  

(Zoom Option Available): 

Monday, National Oreo Day 

—6 March 2023  

Monday, National Napping Day 

—13 March 2023 

Monday, Int’l Day of Happiness 

—20 March 2023 

Monday, World Theatre Day 

—27 March 2023 

Join Us!   

All are welcome! 

April Fools Find! 

Can you find all the fun 

days and determine if 

they are a celebrated 

day or an April Fool’s?  

You have to read the 

entire newsletter to find 

these fun days and then 

be the first to contact 

Jessica Baker at the 

church office to see if 

you win this April Fools 

Find Fun Day Challenge.  

2023 Special Offering Sundays are maintaining last years version 

to continue meeting the worship service changes.  

The 2023 envelope still represent ALL six (6) Special Sundays.   

It is USPS-approved (that means it can be mailed!),  

allowing members the choice to either mail in their donations  

or give in-person during worship. 

To promote the individual Sundays, there are six (6) individual 

pew cards to help support each Special Sunday offering which 

provide details on why we give, how to give and the impact of 

our gifts. Pew Cards are designed to fit in pew racks located on 

the backs of each pew. Also included on the pew card is a QR 

code offering easy access for members as well as visitors who 

prefer on-line giving.  
 

Upcoming Special Sundays:   

UMCOR Sunday — 19 March 2023 

National Unicorn Day—9 April 2023 

Native American Ministries Sunday — 23 April 2023 
B E L L E V U E  &  C O N V I S  U N I O N  U M C   

Special Offering 
Sundays 



Movie Night! 
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Movie Night at the Bellevue UMC! 

All are welcome to join us on the  

following dates: 
 

   25 March 2023 

     (Paul H. will cover Movie Night 

      aka International Waffle Day) 

      

         29 April 2023  
       

Supper will be provided at 5pm &  

the movie will begin at 6pm.   

Contact Steve Hill at 269-719-0850 for details. 

 Michigan Area United Methodist Camping—
Summer Camp 2023— 

“FruitFULL Faith: A Spirit-Filled Life” 
Life can be complicated and challenging but when 
you understand and grow into your God-given 

gifts (the fruit of the spirit), you are assured that 
you’re on the right track!  As you make new 

friends and enjoy camp adventures, you will learn 
how to live a spirit-filled life! 

 

Events, like National High Five Day, are available 
for all ages at the following camps: 

 

Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center 
Dowling, MI 

 

Lake Michigan Camp & Retreat 
Pentwater, MI 

 

Lake Huron Retreat Center 
Burtchville, MI 

 

Registration is currently underway.   
Register by April 30 and Save.   

Complete descriptions and on-line registering  
available at www.umcamping.org. 

 
Additional information, registration forms and 

scholarships available at the church office. 

Bellevue UMC Family Camping 
*Save the Dates* 
6-11 August 2023 

Winding Creek Camp 
Hastings, MI 

Contact Paul Haist at 517-983-2146 for details. 
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Lenten & Easter Services 

Be on the lookout for opportunities to 

assist with services and events throughout 

Holy Week.  

 

Palm Sunday Services 

Sunday — 2 April 2023 

Convis Union UMC — 9:30am 

Bellevue UMC — 11am 

Our Daily Bread 

Devotionals 

 

Booklets are 

available at both 

entrances of  our 

churches.  

Observe National 

Walking Day and 

stop in the church 

and pick up your 

copy today and 

reflect daily in HIS 

WORD! 

Faith Night Battle Creek Battle Jack Game 
14 July 2023 

Home Game @  

MCCU Field  

(aka C.O. Brown  

Stadium in Bailey Park) 
 

Battle Creek  

Battle Jacks 

vs. 

Kenosha Kingfish 
 

This is a fun group outing 

for both churches.  

Celebrate 

National 

Pretzel 

Day and 

contact Jessica Baker at 

the church office if you 

are interested in getting 

your name on the list so 

we know how many  

tickets to reserve. 

#BattleJacksFaithNight 

Sacrificial Breakfast 

Wednesday — 5 April 2023 — 10am 

Joint Breakfast @Bellevue UMC 

 

Maundy-Thursday Services 

Thursday — 6 April 2023 — 7pm 

Joint Service @ Convis Union UMC 

 

Good Friday Services 

Friday — 7 April 2023 — 7pm 

Joint Service @ Bellevue UMC 

 

Easter Sunday Services 

Sunday — 9 April 2023  

Convis Union UMC — 9:30am 

Bellevue UMC — 11am 
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Convis Union UMC Food Pantry 

   March Collection  —   

         Pasta & Sauces 

  

 

  April Collection —  

Shampoo, Conditioner 

& Bar Soap              

 

The last Sunday of the Month will be our “All-in-

Gathering” and Denim Day for the Food Pantry.   

Donations are brought to the front of the church  

     before service. 

Ding, Ding, Dong! Ring-a-ding, Ding, Ding, Dong! 
 

Ok, it’s not the Bells of Notre Dame—but it is the 

Bell Choir of Convis Union!! 
 

The Convis Union Bell Choir is getting ready to start 

up again! ALL who are reading this article are invited 

and encouraged to participate!  
 

Pastor Mikki will be directing us this year! You don’t 

know how to read music?? You’ve never picked up a 

handbell in your life?? Come on over and learn the 

basics, have fun with the choir, and worship God 

through music! 
 

Our first practice is  

Monday, April 10th at 

6:30pm at Convis Union 

UMC. We look forward 

to fellowship and fun! 

Convis Union Bell Choir 

12 August 2023 

Rain Day - 19 August 2023 

2nd Annual Car Show  
at Convis Union UMC  

Bellevue Good Samaritan  
Food Pantry 

March/April  Collection —   

Canned Tomatoes 

Donations accepted all month long 

and can be dropped off at the 

church (Shopping Cart located in 

Fellowship Hall) or the Good  

Samaritan Building on Thursdays 

between 3pm—6pm. 

Bellevue  
Good Samaritan 
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During Lent, many of us are  

reminded once again to examine our 

lifestyles and ask,  

“What can we do for others?”  
 

Part of faith formation at any age is 

compassion and offering a serving 

heart to our neighbors. Lent is a 

good time to commit to giving to a 

project that helps those in need.  

This mission is to involve the whole 

family (this includes the church  

family) to collect coins during the 

season of Lent. 
 

Ash Wednesday was the beginning of 

our journey to the foot of the cross.  

During the next several weeks, we 

want your entire family to grow  

closer together and closer to God in 

prayer.  We want all of us to help 

others who need our help.  Being a 

follower of Christ means we are to 

demonstrate compassion and love to 

those around us.   
 

Contact the Church Office for a 

Coins for Lent Giving Calendar.  We 

invite your family to collect coins as 

you find and count everyday objects in 

your homes  (you can also simply collect 

loose change and give whatever coins 

you have).  Items on the daily guide  

remind us of all we have and how little 

others may have.  Each Sunday, PRAY… 

for the families involved in the project 

and the people who will benefit from  

the gifts.   
 

Our giving began on Ash Wednesday and 

concludes with Holy Saturday.  Each  

Sunday during Children’s Sermon, we will 

collect our coins into the “COINS 

FOR LENT” jar during Children’s  

Sermon.  At the end of Lent, after Easter 

Sunday, we will donate what we have 

collected to a charity of the children's 

choice. Help us teach our children to be 

followers of Christ and show them what 

we all can do for others. 
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Lenten Soup & Bread  
 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church,  
located at 312 South Main in 

Bellevue, MI, 
will be hosting the annual  

Soup and Bread Suppers on  
Wednesdays at 6pm during 

the Lenten Season.   
 

This is an ecumenical church 
activity which we share in  

fellowship with St. Ann’s, the  
Congregational Church of 

Olivet and both of our  
congregations.  

Dates are: 
 1 March 2023 
8 March 2023 

 15 March 2023 
22 March 2023 
29 March 2023 

 

So do not sit at home  
observing World Sleep 

Day…instead join us for  
food & fellowship while we 

reflect on the weekly  
Lenten message. 

 
And Pastor Mikki is providing 

the Lenten message on  
1 March 2023.     
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Bellevue UMC Mission Statement: 

“Ignite God’s Love In Our Lives As We 

Reach Out To The World.” 
 

 

Convis Union UMC Mission Statement: 

          Sanctifying 

               Educating 

                    Reflecting 

                         Visioning 

                              Instructing 

                                   Nurture 

                                        Go 

Emails: 

office@bellevueumc.org 

convisunionumc@gmail.com 

revmkm2017@gmail.com 

Websites: 

www.bellevueumc.org 

Bellevue UMC and  

 Convis Union UMC 

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

Transformation of the World 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/BellevueUnitedMethodistChurch 

www.facebook.com/ConvisUnionUMCBC/ 

Phone Numbers: 

Bellevue UMC— 

Jessica Baker—269-763-9421 

 

Convis Union UMC— 

Christine McGlothen—269-965-3787 

 
Special Editors Note: 

Any submissions to the newsletter are subject to editing 

by the newsletter editors and the Pastor for content, 

timeliness, appropriateness and available space.  And don’t 

forget to pick up a book at your local library and  

celebrate Read Across America Day!  

If you are in need of  

pastoral care, please let us know!  

There are many things facing each of us  

every day —  

and we don’t need to face those things alone.  

Pastor Mikki has office hours at both churches, 

and is available by appointment for phone  

or in-person visits.  

You can contact the church  

offices, or Mikki directly 

through email, text, or call:  

 revmkm2017@gmail.com 

 (989) 387-1494 

Pastoral Care 

Spring Fling 

Saturday, 25 March 2023 

Hopkins UMC 

Contact Mary Critchlow at 269-763-3301 

for all the car-pooling details. 


